ACCREDITED
GEMOLOGISTS
ASSOCIATION
Est. 1974

‘AGA

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE p;‘
June 23, 2026 |

© 2026 AGA



pracpl i COLORS OF THE DIAMOND MARKET

ASSOCIATION Virtual Conference | lune

Est. 1974

FROM THE PRE

Dear Conference Attendees,

Welcome to the 2026 AGA Virtual Conference. We are
pleased to once again offer this event online, giving us
the opportunity to connect with members and gem
professionals around the world. Thank you for joining us
and being part of our growing international community.

As in past years, this conference will focus on diamonds
and the changing dynamics of the diamond market. Our
presenters will share insights on current trends and
challenges affecting the industry today. We sincerely thank them for generously
contributing their time and expertise.

AGA is already halfway through another busy and productive year. Following the
introduction of the Hodgkinson Medal, we have been delighted by the many
nominations received and look forward to announcing the inaugural recipient on
July 1. Along the same line, all gem professionals are encouraged to submit
nominations for the next Antonio C. Bonanno Excellence in Gemology Award. The
window to nominate a deserving colleague closes on July 15.

We are also grateful for the positive response to our recent webinar on pearls.
Educational programs continue to be a cornerstone of AGA’s mission, and we
appreciate the ongoing engagement and support of our members and attendees.
In keeping with our commitment to education, we recently announced the
recipient of the 2026 AGA Gemological Education Scholarship, recognizing and
supporting the next generation of gemology professionals.

Finally, we thank our sponsors for their support and encourage you to consider
them for your business needs. We also extend our appreciation to our members for
their continued support of AGA, and we warmly welcome those interested in joining
our organization.

Yours in the pursuit of gemological knowledge,

Cigdem Liile, PhD, FGA, GIA GG, DGA
AGA President
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OUR STORY
AGA began in the 1970s when Sonja J. Schwartzman and Tomiko Butler
recognized the need for gemologists to stay current in a constantly
evolving field. With the guidance and assistance of their instructor,
Antonio C. Bonanno, they organized informal gatherings where
professionals could learn about new gemstones, collaborate on
research, discuss advances in gem testing equipment and procedures,
review new publications, and exchange ideas. As interest and
attendance quickly grew, they realized the concept had the potential
to become something much larger, leading them to expand their vision
and take the organization to the next level.

OUR MISSION

True to the founders’ vision, AGA remains committed to providing a
platform for exchanging ideas and information, supporting
gemological education and research, promoting ethical practice in
the gem and jewelry industry, and honoring excellence in gemology.

iﬁ
OUR IMPACT
AGA advances professionalism, education, ethics, and research in the
gemological community by providing opportunities for learning,
collaboration, and the exchange of knowledge. Through conferences,
educational programs, and industry support, AGA helps gemologists

stay informed, connected, and committed to the highest standards in
the jewelry and gemstone industry.
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Qig‘jdem Lule, PhD, GIA GG, FGA, DGA
President

Cigdem is an award-winning mineralogist, gemologist, and
independent appraiser with more than 20 years of experience
in gemology and jewelry valuation. She is the founder of Kybele
LLC and is internationally recognized for her expertise in
appraisal, research, and gemological education.

Donna Hawrelko, FGA, FCGmA, PID
Vice President

Donna is an award-winning gemologist, educator, and industry
leader. An instructor and program coordinator at Vancouver
Community College, she has taught thousands of students
worldwide. She has held senior leadership roles with the
Canadian Gemmological Association and AGA, advancing
gemological education and professional standards.

Gary Roskin, GIA GG, FGA
Secretary

Gary is a renowned gemologist, educator, author, and journalist
specializing in diamond grading and colored gemstones. A
former CEO of the International Colored Gemstone Association,
he has spent decades advancing gemological education,
research, and industry reporting, earning multiple awards for
his contributions to the field.

Adam Ostrow, FCGmA, GIA GG, MBAIEF,
MBTax, CPA, CA
Treasurer

Adam is an Accredited Senior Gemologist and CPA specializing
in jewelry appraisals and tax services for the jewelry industry.
He is recognized for his expertise in IRS and CRA tax appraisals
and has held leadership roles in major gemological
organizations.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

AGA Board Members volunteer their time and talents to steer
and grow the Association, serving a three-year term.

Teri Brossmer Susan Eisen ASG-AGA, Martin Fuller Audrey Hagedorn
GIA GG, ASA, ARM GIA GG, AM-ISA, MGA®- FGA (GEM-A), GIA GG, FGA, GIA GG, AJP (GIA),
ASA, CGA-AGS, SM-NAJA MGA (ASA), CSM (NAJA) CSM (NAJA)

Heidi Harders Stuart Robertson Alberto Scarani Claire Scragg
GlA GG, ISA CAPP, GIA GG, Market Analyst & GG IGI Antwerp FGA, DGA, GIAGG
CSM (NAJA) Independent Appraiser

PARLIAMENTARIAN ADMINISTRATORS

Thom Underwood
GIA GG, FGA, ASA, MGA

{Reféreet?gégfd'& Executive Administrator Marketing Coordinator

Bonnie Wolff Daniela De Luca

© 2026 AGA AGA | Est. 1974 05



GEMOLOGISTS COLORS OF THE DIAMOND MARKET
ASSOCIATION Virtual Conference | lune &

Est. 1974

COLORS HE DIAMOND MARKET

All times are listed in Pacific Daylight Time

12:00 PM Opening Remarks

Buyers and Big Diamonds: Trends from

12:05 PM Auctions and the Broader Market
by Brecken Branstrator

From Heritage to Hype: What’s Driving

1:00 PM  Natural Diamond Jewelry Today
by Nilesh Sheth g >

Pink Diamonds:

2:00 PM  \What We Need to Know (
by Kym Hughes

2:55PM  Closing Remarks
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BDUYERS AN
BIG DIAMONDS

TRENDS FROM AUCTIONS & THE BROADER MARKET

Y

At a time of dampened demand and

declining prices across much of the 4?'@
diamond market, one category continues A%

to outperform: big diamonds. In this AN
session, GemGuide Editor-in-Chief ' _ .

Brecken Branstrator explores where =. G ‘; ‘f = ;&
‘I'iw % _ 47

w3
s

L1

Y e,

& |
buyers are focusing their attention today .
: I e ) ‘-
across both natural and synthetic G v:*
markets, the big diamonds that have _— '
been selling well at auction and other

trends shaping sales results, and what G E M G U I D E

these signal for the general market.

PRESENTER

Brecken Branstrator is the editor-in-chief of Gemworld
International’s GemGuide publication, the industry leader
for gemstone pricing and market information and trends.
She has written about gems and jewelry for more than a
decade and has dedicated herself to covering the colored

gemstone sector in depth, from topics like supply and
pricing to responsible sourcing developments and other
issues of interest. She has traveled extensively across the
United States and internationally to attend trade shows and
conferences or visit brands and source markets firsthand.

© 2026 AGA AGA | Est. 1974 o7



GEMOLOGISTS
ASSOCIATION Virtual Conference | June?

/\G ! ACCREDITED COLORS OF THE DIAMOND MARHET

Est. 1974

- YSessdon 2
FROM HERITAGLE
O HYPI

WHAT’S DRIVING NATURAL DIAMOND JEWELRY TODAY

This session explores the forces shaping today’s natural diamond jewelry market,
from evolving consumer preferences and cultural influences to broader industry
trends. Drawing on nearly four decades of experience, Nilesh examines how

heritage, rarity, and authenticity continue to drive
demand while new generations redefine value and @f;}\lf_ E DIAMONDS

WM#?_oijﬁna?’)“

luxury.

PRESENTER

Nilesh R. Sheth is President of Heirloom Collection, Inc. (Nice
Diamonds) and has nearly 40 years of experience in the
jewelry industry. A graduate of California State University
with a B.S.in Computer Science, he opened Nice Diamonds’
New York City branch in 1987 and built its reputation on
integrity and expertise in exceptional and fancy color
diamonds. An active industry leader, he has served in key
roles with IDCA, JBT, and NCDIA, advancing education,
compliance, research, and best practices while contributing
insights on market trends, treatments, and synthetics.
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PINIK DIAMONDS

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW

As the pink diamond market continues to evolve
following the closure of the Argyle Mine, appraisers face
new challenges in determining value. This presentation
explores the current state of the market, the
complexities of valuing pink diamonds, variationsin
laboratory colour descriptions, and why precise colour
grading remains essential. Learn the key considerations
for accurately valuing one of the world's most sought-
after diamonds.

PRESENTER

Kym Hughes is a highly respected gemmologist and valuer
with more than 30 years of industry experience. She lectures
throughout Australia and internationally and is recognised
as a leading valuation expert through her long-standing
work with the National Council of Jewellery Valuers.
Supported by Symmmetry’s advanced appraisal process and
Spectra Laboratory’s testing capabilities, Kym brings
extensive qualifications in gemmology, diamond grading,
and gemstone analysis, along with a strong commitment to
education and mentoring future valuers.
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A GLOBAL NETWOARK

AGA members improve gemological skills and
earn recognition through active participation
in educational programs and industry forums
while gaining the personal satisfaction of

contributing to the profession. aw %9

AGA membershipincludes some of the

world's leading gemologists. Membership
options are available for all experience levels Q
from students to professional gemologists.

Click here to join AGA today! \ /

MEMBER BENEFITS

¢ Member Designations ¢ Member Community
e Certified Gem Lab e Member-Only Education Events
e Member Profile on website ¢ Member Savings

MEMBER LOYALTY

The value of AGA membership and affiliation is recognized by our members
worldwide, as seen by the membership’s years of loyalty.

5% 0% 10%..

30 YEARS 20 YEARS

10 YEARS S YEARS

Z,, gO OVER LZ O%OVER I L} O%s;ggg .
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SPONSO

®e American
Gem Trade
Association

ADD MORE COLOR TO YOUR. LIFE!

GemA

| The Gemmological
Association of
Great Britain

Roskm
Gcm News
Report

The Magazine
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Canadian

&Jl\ EE EA; Gemmological
Y/ Association CHICAGO GEM & JEWELRY

EVALUATION SERVICES

GEMWORLD

WWW.GEMGUIDE.COM

HERITAGE

AUCTIONS

© 2026 AGA AGA | Est. 1974 15



ACCREDITED

GEMOLOGISTS COLORS OF THE DIAMOND MARKET
ASSOCIATION Virtual Conference | June 2 26
Est. 1974

CONFERENCES
Industry gatherings featuring expert presentations,
educational sessions, networking, and discussions on
gemology trends, research, and market developments.

WEBINARS
Live online educational programs led by gem and jewelry
experts covering topics like gemstone identification,
grading, appraisals, and industry knowledge.

CELEBRITY GEMOLOGIST INTERVIEWS
Featured conversations with respected gemologists,
designers, and jewelry professionals sharing career
experiences, expertise, and insights into the industry.

CAREER FORUMS
Professional development events focused on career
opportunities, mentorship, networking, and guidance for
those working in or entering the gem and jewelry field.
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PROMOTING & SUPPORTING GEMOLOGICAL EDUCATION

AGA awards educational scholarships in the field of gemology to need
and merit-based recipients around the globe.

2026 GEMOLOGICAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Cole Winward

Cole's passion for gems, minerals, and geology
began at an early age while growing up with a
gemologist parent in Utah. Early exposure to the
gemstone industry inspired a lifelong pursuit of
knowledge and discovery. After serving a two-year
mission in Guatemala, where he experienced active
volcanoes and earthquakes firsthand, Cole went on
to study geology at Brigham Young University and
started his gemological training through the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA).

Cole's work focuses on gemstone identification and
analysis using advanced instruments. He has also conducted research on sapphire

origin determination. Currently working toward completion of his GIA Graduate
Gemologist credential, Cole is passionate about advancing the science of gemology
through continued research, innovation, and discovery.
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HONORING A LEGACY

The Alan Hodgkinson Medal stands as both a tribute to Alan’s memory and a reminder
that the true advancement of gemology lies in shared knowledge, mutual respect,

and lifting others along the way.

AP,
i z ,-

ALAN HODGKINSON
MEDAL

\

FOR GEMOLOGICAL
CONTRIBUTION AND
PHILANTHROPY

WHAT THE MEDAL REPRESENTS

(_4!
| EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE
Supporting the gemological

community through
meaningful contributions

J

f

ACTIVE
VOLUNTEERISM

)
Giving time and effort
without expectation of

recognition

~\

J

SHARED
KNOWLEDGE
Openly offering insight,

experience, and
expertise to others

More than a recognition of status, the medal celebrates meaningful impact!

Recipient will be announced on July1st. The award will be formally presented at the

Gala following the AGA Tucson Conference in 2027

© 2026 AGA
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ANTONIO C. BONA

2000 2(301 ) 2002 2003
Alan Hodgkinson Cbﬁ;s?:;’ John I. Kaivula Cro%rﬁti?-ugzll;tiald

J

A.L

i 2005 2006 2007 2008
Ar;:gmztste Alan Jobbins Richard Drucker Shane McClure Dr. James Shingley
\. R ¥,

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Ohrtgﬁgﬁlﬁer P. mﬁﬂ;ﬂir' Stuart Robertson Thom Underwood Dr. E':;{::ﬂuel

FaY R 3

.
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Award Recipients 2014 - 2026

2014

2015
Dr.John Emmett 2 ou Dr. William “Bill”

Dr. Thomas T . :
Hainschwang Dr. Gigdem Lule Hanneman

-d'l

1‘4“

‘%

AY

2019 2019 2020

Karl Schmetzer Donna Hawrelko Robert Weldon

L J

2019

2019
Alberto Scarani Mikko Astrém

. J

2022 2023 2024 2025
Gary Roskin Dr. Jeffrey Post D};};gg\hnaigl(is. Brendan M. Laurs
AL 8 9 »,

SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATION
BY JULY 15, 2026!
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E LOOKING AHEAD
“ | Y Y I
AUGUST 1"OCTOBER | [NOVEMBER
Celebrity Gemologist CareerForn Webinar
Interview
\_ ¥y \ y . J

THE AGA

€ /
CONFERENCE & GALA

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2027
Tucson, Arizona

*2026 AGA Antonio C. Bonanno Award Recognition
* 2026 AGA Hodgkinson Medal Recognition
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STAY UPDATED ON EVERYTHING AGA

Click on the usernames to connect with AGA on social media!

/\GA gl COLORS OF THE DIAMOND MARKET

@AccreditedGemologists

@AGAGemologists

@AGAGemologists

@AGAGemology

0B @
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