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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Accredited Gemologists Association Announces Kerry Gregory as the Inaugural Recipient of 

the Alan Hodgkinson Medal 

The Accredited Gemologists Association (AGA) is proud to announce Kerry Gregory as the 

inaugural recipient of the Alan Hodgkinson Medal, a prestigious award established to honor 

individuals whose contributions to gemology reflect the spirit, generosity, and dedication 

exemplified by the late Alan Hodgkinson. 

 
The Alan Hodgkinson Medal recognizes those who have made a lasting impact on the 

gemological community through service, mentorship, education, and a commitment to 

advancing the profession. The award celebrates the legacy of world-renowned author and 

gemologist Alan Hodgkinson, whose influence extended far beyond technical achievement. 

Known for his generosity, dedication, and unwavering support of fellow professionals, Alan was 

a trusted colleague, valued friend, and inspiration to gemologists around the world. 

 

For Kerry Gregory, gemology has never been simply a career—it is a lifelong passion. 

Throughout her professional journey, she has worked tirelessly to make gemological education 

more accessible, engaging, and welcoming. In a field often perceived as highly academic and 

intimidating, Kerry has distinguished herself by breaking down barriers and helping students 

and professionals alike discover the joy of learning about gemstones. 

 

Kerry is widely recognized for her commitment to supporting others. Whether offering 

complimentary career-development consultations, presenting free educational programs for 

jewelry students, or providing gemstones to colleges so students can gain practical experience 

without financial hardship, she consistently places the advancement of others at the forefront 

of her efforts. 

 

An educator in the truest sense, Kerry has developed a teaching style that combines technical 

expertise with creativity, energy, and humor. Yet Kerry’s real gift is her approach to teaching 

gemological concepts. She is not an instructor; she is a teacher. She recognizes when a student 

or workshop attendee is struggling.  She’ll try different approaches until one clicks with the 

student.  She is particularly respected for her dedication to creating learning environments that 

support dyslexic and neurodivergent students, ensuring that traditional educational challenges 

do not prevent individuals from pursuing their passion for gemology. 
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Beyond the classroom, Kerry has contributed significantly to the broader jewelry and 

gemological professions. She has served as a tutor and board member of the Gemmological 

Association of Great Britain (Gem-A), is a Trustee of the Silversmiths and Jewellers Charity, 

contributes to the National Association of Jewellers Professional Trade Standards Committee, is 

a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, and serves as a member of the British 

Hallmarking Council. 

 

Her influence reaches far beyond formal roles and titles. From traveling to underserved regions 

to provide educational opportunities, to sharing technical expertise on professional forums, to 

mentoring the next generation of gemologists, Kerry’s impact is reflected in the success and 

confidence of countless students and industry professionals. 

 

“The Alan Hodgkinson Medal was created to recognize individuals whose contributions embody 

Alan’s extraordinary commitment to the gemological community,” said AGA President Çiğdem 

Lüle. “Kerry Gregory exemplifies those values through her generosity, mentorship, leadership, 

and unwavering dedication to helping others succeed. We are honored to recognize her as the 

inaugural recipient of this award.” 

 

By selecting Kerry Gregory as the first recipient of the Alan Hodgkinson Medal, the members of 

the AGA celebrate not only her remarkable professional achievements, but also her enduring 

commitment to fostering a more inclusive, supportive, and vibrant future for the gemological 

profession. 

 

For more information about the Accredited Gemologists Association and the Alan Hodgkinson 

Medal, visit Accredited Gemologists Association. 
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