DOUBLETS WHICH
SIMULATE
EMERALDS

BY: IAN C.C. CAMPBELL, F.G.A.
(INDEPENDENT COLOURED
STONES LABORATORY)
MEMBER AGA

Abstract:

Parcels of facered emerald yimulants, relegeed
into the South African marke! toward rhe last
guarier of 1989, visaully look like emeralds, If
tkese compoiiies dre sct with kidden pirdles, an
over-quick or careless examination could resuli
in an Incorrect identification. One parcel
cronsistod of ot least 8O carary of stones by
weight, and [t was [from that parcel that a
aumber were examined because of their
comaralively large size and. in af ledst iwo cases
(B & D in the phatograph below), of convineing
dppedrance (o naiural stones. Such stones have
been seen (n the past, but only singly or a few at
atime = not In large parcels as recently sedn.

Indroduction:

A relatively large parcel of these faceted
composites were offered to the laboratory’s
client for REO,00 per carat at trade level
(approximately U.S. $31L00/ct). The client was
informed categorically that they were nalural
emerald doublcis (in spite of size!), hoth
pavilion and crown being natural emerald, and
glued at the girdle plane. This in itgelf was
steange, becanse the recoverable whole stones
from the pavilions alone (in relation 1o the
larger stones) would be significant in terms of
both size and linancial return. This was realised
and an ideatification was called for. Alerwards
the seller still insisted that the components
{received from a source in Western Germany)
were genuine emerald in spite of clear cut
evidence that they were not.

Sizes ranged Irom sub-carat 1o in cxcess of $.00
carats per stone. Sce figure L A=6.008, B =
5656, C=8.754,D = 60359 carais. Cisshowa in
this photograph as being over-biue, although it
did 1t fact have a strong bluc overtone Lo ils
green body colour.

Gemmuological Test Results:

Absarption Spectrom: {(Raynor vaniable shit,
hand held spectroscope). Transmission in the
blue to yellow wavelengths and varying degrees
of stong absorption in the red to orange, and
vinlel (and in some cascs higher blue)
wavelenglhs,

Rafractive Indices: Relate to beryl « L5T0- 1574
toa high of 1.589-1.596 with hirefringence
ranging from 0.00% to .007.

Microscopic Examination:

il Inclusions m all 4 slones compatthiz wiih beryl,
#nd quite variable among stones: rough dpilly unes,
concentrelion of spesks 1o cloud fasmm, apparecat
arcgular rough shrrped negative inclusione (A [acet
cdis scross one which sppeared hollow -could have
contmned liguid ) Alse onentaied 2. phase liguud/ gas
isclusioss end parallel mubes.

] Sphoncsl gz bubbics in some (et not &) caves
a1 the junctien plane.

i1l In vome cases green saained, surlace reaching,
mlernal frectores.

i*) Blotches and specks of conceniraied colvuring
matier in the jonction plane of all stapes, and izéaks
in ane

v Side view (immersed): obvious thin, concenirated
colodring medium of vnknown Lype. Compuratively
thick in darker appearing stones.

vil Side view (immersed): Each segment golourless
ot very pale green to hlue shades - one has s crown
which has inclusions similar to o Zimbabwe Lype
(very pale) squamarine.

See figure 2 & 3 for general appesrance of inelusiong.

Caomments; [his ixr by nomeany apew subject and
has boen reported on before. fowever the sione(s)
could be somewhar misleading, and refractive indices
do overlop with emerald. If the pirdle plane is
covered by a berel type setting and iy carelessly
examined g reix identification ceuld be the resull.

Fagure 2
Swone A. Beryl composite simfalaling emersld.
As seen through crown,

Figure 3
Stone A from ssde, smmersed
Sirimions m stonc are reflectons of (wealars
Nole spresding m each end, of colouring matier m
ot
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Figies 2
sqone & Beryl compossie simulsiimg crierakd
Mg st EhbangEl vt

(T O
St A oo ande, imimersed,
Sunitivas in stong are elioctin of paeesers
R bpreastimgat cach ond, ol coloaring maiee i jond
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INFORMATION FROM
NEWSLETTERS,
ALERTS, ETC.

ICA LABORATORY ALERTS:

No. 23, Nassaw, K. Sapt, 1989, Weakly
Radioacieve Spimel Tripleis: Yellow-green
colour (peridot simulation). Manulactured in
Europe. Two layers colourless spinel cemented
together with a green lecad-and
agranium-containing glass, The uranium
provides the colour and the radioactivity.
Although single stones are harmless, significant
activily is given off by parcels containing many
such stones, Be aware of this,

No. 24, Thibavdeau, G. Oct. 1989, Glass
Imitating Emerald: Obtained for o relutively
high price as thought to be a natural emerald.
Gemmologically tested by Brodman
Gemmological Laborstory in Montreal, Canada.
Wi. 74,75 cts. RL. 1,54 approximately, 5.G_
belween 2.28 and 238 Singly relractive. Grecn
dye in fracturcs, mica Makes attached with soft
glue Logether with very small crystals. Green
dye can be removed. Large bubbles and curved
siTlatons intcraally.

No. 25. Huddliestone, R.V, Deec. 1989,

Impregnared Blaed Opal: Two broken pieces of
polished black opal with mainly gzeen and blue
fash. 3.60and 03%cts. Inert under LW and SW
wilraviolet. Microscope (10 x to 60 z), Black
substance in fissures. Result: Nutural black
opal impregnated with unidéntifed black
substhoee which peels away on the vip of the
probe (while under magnilicution), Treated Lo
enhance the contrast of colour play and
considered by Huddlestone Gemmological
Consultants 1o be fraudulent. Black substance
nof analysed.

No. 26. Bank, H., Henn, U. Nov. 1989. (ICA
feport Dec, 1989.) Flux Grown Synthetic Red
Spinel from USSR: 13.14 cis. Rl is 1,716 and 5G
3.60 (both similar to natural) Coloured by Cr +_
Absorplion banks st 543 and 312 nm. Tension
cracks which cause an unduolous extinction.
Black particles, probably represcntative of fox
residues alsa observed aonder microscope,

No. 26 Update. Koivofa, J.1., Kammeriing,
R.C. Dec. Y989, Flax Grows Syathetic Spinel

fraom USSR Follow-up from Bank's and Henn's
original report (page 27). Another one seen in
U.5.A. and purchased in Denves, Colarado. 17.
19 cts. Purplish red well-formed octahedron
{ooe rroncated octahedron point). RI 1.719. 5G
358 + 001, Flourescence: Strong orangy-red
under ¢helsca Nlter. Absorption (am) - 400 10
450 (general), weak band between 5SRO0 & 630,
fine line near £330, and flourescent linc ai
approximatcly 690, Dark brown 1o black (lex
mclussons, strain associated iridescem lractures
inlernally., No water conténl (infrared
spectrometsy). Inclusion-free stones would be
difMiculs Lo identily by convenlional means.

No.Z7. Bank, H. Henn, U. Dec. 19849, Dyed
Transparent and Transiucen! Ouariz ax Imitation
for Emevald, Ruby and Blue Supphire: Artilicial
colpuring in probably hent-induced cracks.
Milky quarte Tor trinslucent materiyl. Scen
faceted, cabochoned and as beads,

From: The Souwth African Gemmologise
Volume 4, No 1
February 1990
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European Gemological Laboratory

Institute for Ceniflication of Diamonds and Precious Stonies

Antwerpg — New Yark — Los Angelas

Taly IZeR . ANERY

Concerm Tazhrical details about the ¥Yehuds breabment

Elarity Up—grsding

Eljf} pigues can be removed ot copveried inko white gletzes by

"degn Boiliag" and lasers driilipo.
Mow, white gletzes can be femoved or ide invisible by Yehuda
Treatment.
The purpose of the treatment is o racks invisibla.
Raiziog oclarity grade from P2 ko 51 & gepecal-

1l achiaved.

Durability

Yahuda treatment increzses

The itreatmeEnt is permanont

Once the Yreated diamond iz

be damaged &y mommal use
sonic cleaning.
may he ed onl
1860°F (during repeolishingl) and By
especially when combined with high
can be retreoated easily.

The process very high tenmc
bailing” In

In

revers

evenkt

L e
chXs

rerature of
strong

=i .L\'.T‘:-".a -
the stona

Tdentificetionrs

The t-eatment gan be Gstectod by loeking fer a falnt rainbow seen

at the profile of khe invisible glets.

Thiz faint rainbew can be seen with the aid of a luppe or a migfcosCo—
pe when Bxamining £from the bhetiom of the =ide of the stone.

T+ is easier ko identifiy 2 Efcated ston=s than te Fipd a ¥8 o VWE ig
a2 stone,

When 3 palinbow oogurs naturslly, 1t can be sesn gt bhe face of &
gletz and not from the profile.

The EGL labarataries

arée allowed to aceept and to cerctify

such stones on the éxpress conditicn that they men-
tion in the comments of the cortificate: "CLARITY ENHANCED TREATEDR

DIAKOND"

A7th Street/Room 205
B.Y. 10056

3|:| 'ir’-' CEL
Mew Yook,
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THE MOST COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT FLUX GROWN
RUBIES

BY: VIRGINIA L. CARTER

In 1987 1 joined Jodith Osmer a5 an aclive
pariner in the 1.0, Crystal Company. Judith had
started the Company in 1983 10 produce and
disinibute her Ramaora Cultured Ruby. Things
had gsone well . .. in {321 they were jumping
when I got here, My job was to learn as fast as 1
could and 1o help continue orderly growth in the
fastest growing hig-little company in the West,

The misconcenions which are discussed below
are nol just sttiudes which Jodith and { have
¢ncouniéred m Lhe trade, They ore, in many
Instances, deep scated beliefs which some gem
traders and jewelers hold, sometimes despite
scientific and/or G.J.A, training. I have 1o
confess that Judith has had to knock some of
the ideas out of my own head!

$o here they are, the seven most frequent
MISCONCCPLIONS W anCOUNLeT.

) "In The Laboratory Anvthing Is Possible,”

Well, not quite. In lact not even close! Judith
is often asked 10 grow bigger rubics. cleaner
rubies, dilfercnt stones, cheaper stones, elc., eic.
It 15 as if being in the laborstory makes all
things possible. What secms to be missing is an
appreciation of the fact that the immutable laws
of nature apply just as fiemly in the lzhoratory
as elsewhere. These laws are as brue in our
laboratory as they are in any ruby mine. Judith
cannol make just anything happen. She is
limited by natural laws of science which have
been painstakingly established over centuries.
They have been discovered, not made. If you
arc smarl encugh to figure outl how o apply
them, (as Judith has in the instance of making
the Ramaura Cultured Ruby), then you may be
able to make things happen according to natural
laws in an unnalural enviroament, i.e, the
Laberatory. The Ramaura Cultured Ruby is
mades by using the same natosal laws which
cause rubies to form in the earth. There are the
same limitations of size and ¢larity. 1 wish
Judith could beat the laws of physics and do
better, higger, clearer and more, Wishing
doesnt make it so.

2) "The Inclusions Is Ramaurz Cultured Rubies
Are Pot There Intennionally.”

This is prabably the view of people who know
flame fusion ruby and how unlike natural ruby it
appears. When they discover that Ramaira
rubics have a host of different inclusions, many
of which look very much like natural wnclusions,
they look at Jodith with wonder and tell her
how smart she is to do that. Jodith would |ove
to take credit bul Knows that you know better.
Her ruby is grown by establishing a set of
conditions in the lab which are closely similar
et those which ocour during the formation of
natural ruby. The Ramaura Culiured Ruby
grows becanse il muost, in the way it must.
Sometimes it grows too fast, trapping Mlux
inclusions. Sometimes it develops interanal
cracks creating lingerprints and leathers. Just
like natural ruby, the fewer the number and
prominence of the inclusions the more valuable
1¥ the stone. So jt isn’t that Judith puls
Inclusions in ber stonos. She works 1o find
growth mechanisms which minimize 1heir
numbers.

3) "Lab Grown vs. Flux Grown vs, Created vs.
Cultured .. They All Meuan Pretty Much The
Same Thing."

There are shades of meaning in these vaned
sdjectives and all are now in common use Lo
describe rubies which are not of natural origin.
Those shades are important to those of us whao
want to convey ns much sccurate information as
possible, as simply as possible. Rubies are
produced in the lab using two methods, flux and
flame fusion. The latier results in very
inexpensive ruby which bears only a passing
recemblance to natural stones. Tt is produced in
large volume for use in inexpensive jewelry and
in industry. To say “Lab Grown" fails to
distinguish between these two methods. "Flax
Grown" implies “Lab Grown” but the term is
only undersiood by scicatists and gemmologisis.
To say “Created” is equivalent to saying “Lab
Grown” with the added feature of sounding
omnipotent. We have settled upon “Cultured”
because the general public knows that it means
people were involved in the process, that the
product is the same as its natural counterpart
and that it grew oul of 3 nutrient solution, (as
pearis do),

4) "These Stones Will Swamp The Marker!”

Flux grown rubics and emeralds make up, at the
very most, 1% of the number of (heir natural
equivalents which are newly mined and facered
tach year. The growth technique is both
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dilffieult and costly, Inoa way our Ramaura
Cultured Bubics are boutique items, World
wide production of flux grown siones not only
docsn 't swamp the market - L cannoel keep up
with demand.

5 "Corundum 15 Corundum 15 Corundoim.”

Il you compare Mame fusion wilth Tlus rrown
tuby and cannet see the differsnce, then save
the moaney and buy the cheaper goods. TLas
arguid by gemmaolorists with less sell intcress
in Lhis thano I, thatl the reason the Ramauri
Cultured ruby looks so much like o natrual iz
because of the law number of diglocations in i1s
lattice structure. Unlike [Tame [usion ruby,
which is produced by quickly melting and
relreczing aluminium oxide and shromium, the
Ramapri s grown by slowly pragipitglinge 4
ruby lrom g supersaturated selution, There is
no seed, no forced growth, The crystal lattice
forms with greal regularity., With few
dislocations there is little 1o scatier light,
Tooking into the resolling stone you are able Lo
sed ils heart,

6} They” Make Us Put A Dopant Inte The
Ramaura Cultured Ruby”

Judith dopes her ruby to help in dtg
indentilication. The [lourescence 1s shilted
toward yellow-orange when comparad to natural
ruby Nourecscence. All Ramaura Cultured Buby
is doped, Mone have ever been on the markat
without the dopant. The test is @ good one but
migst be applicd carelully and always in direel
comparison with a natural ruby. Some Ramanrs
rubies show the effect more strongly than others
because they grew late in e groweh cyele when
the conceniration of dopant was bighest in the
flux. All Ramaura rubics show the ellect of the
dopant. lo applying the test be carelul 1o
darken the ronm, use a mineral lamp at lang
wavelength and do a direct one-gn-one
comparison with a natural ruby, Mo one makesg
us add the dopanl. We do it hecause we are
proud of the Ramaura, We Know that in the
long run it would be harmlul to the indestry and
1 pur business il Ramaura Cultured Robies
could ot be distinguished (rom naturals,

73 "1 You Make Them, They Should Be
Cheapl®

Compared Lo the gost ol nalural rubics the
Ramanrs Culturcd Ruby 15 not expensive, only
5-10% ol the price of @ natural of comparable
guality. The price ranges (rom S50 w 5350 per
caral depending on Sige and grade, Ramaura
rubies are relatively expensive Lo produce,

They require a very pure platinum crucible 1o
which 1o grow. They take months to form and
all that time they are sitting in electric [urnaces
at ground 3000 deeress Fo The power bill s
cnormoes! The cotting vield 15 low since the
cullers must select repions from the rough (o
avoid as many ol the inclusions as possible.
When you add op the pumbers 1 35 casy Lo see
why 5135/l fora | caral Fine grade Ramaara 152
veryaood deal,

Business was at go all time high m 1989 and so0
far i 1990 things look even bBetter, That baing
50, it iz quite likely thal semelime soon, 1l 1l
hasn't altesdy happencd, you will be running
into a Ramaura Culturad Ruby in connestion
with your own business. We hope 1115 a happy
and prolilahle encounter.

ABOUT
THE J.O0. CRYSTAL
COMPANY

The J.0. Crystal Company was formed in 1987
by pariners Judinth A, Osmer and Virginia L.
Carter, to produce rubics for use o Nine jewelry.
The Company is a proncer in the field ol
dpplicating natoral gemsioues i the laboralory.
With the head office in Redonde Beach,
Calilornig and prodection laboratories in Loog
Beach, Calliornia, the Company grows and
distributes the Ramaura Cultured Ruby
worldwide., A companion product, the Gilson
Cultured Emerald is alse distributed by the
Company.

Fublic interest and acceptance of the Ramavra
Cultured Ruby 1s paralleling the remarkable
history of widespread accepiance of cultured
pearls around the world in the firsl several
decades of this century,

JUDITH A_ OSMER

Ms, Osmer was emplayed for 25 years as a
research crystal grower specializing in laser
materials, She attended ULC. LA, majoring in
Fhysical Scignces/Mathematics, and worked [or
the Hughes Regsearch Laberatories and Lhe
Aerpspace Corporation in Los Angeles. Her list
of publications includes more than & deozen
research papers on ceyatal grawih.

The lMux technigue by which the Ramaura
Cultured Euby is grown is unigue. [t produces a
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ruby which grows by sponlancous nucleation in
g manner very similar Lo that o which natural
ruby grows, The Ramaura Ruby is considerad
by experis to be the most natural appearing ol
all the ereated gemstones.

VIRGINIA L. CARTER

M, Carter has recently moved from silent Lo
working pariner at the 1.0, Crystal Company.
Her most recent position was Senior V.P. of
Drama, Embassy Television in Hollywood., Her
14 years in show business were proceded by a
decade ol rescarch in experimental physics al
the Acrospace Corporation in El Segundo,
California. Eduocated at MeGill University in
Montreal, Canada, and at the University of
Southern Celifornia in Los Angeles, she is the
author of more than 20 technical papers and is
the recipient of @ number of Emmy and Peabody
awards lor her work in Lelevision,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contacl
Virginia L. Carter, The 1.0, Crystal Company,
111 Bia La Circula, Redondo Beach CA, 90277
PH# (213)437-1645

Virginia Carter
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TRUTH IN
APPRAISING

BY: THOMAS CHATHAM

PRESIDENT, CHATHAM CREATED GEMS
PRESIDENT, GEMSTONE CRYSTAL
JROWERS ASSOCIATION

In the Is1o 19707s and carly 'R0’ we had natursl
gcmstones, and those that were nol natural,
“Non-natural® stones were anylhing from glass
1o synthetic - .. all of which were considerzd
fake by some people’s understanding

Because "demand is the mother of invention™ we
found ways 1o turn white topaz blue, eloudy
sapphire clear, fractured diamond less (lawed
(to the eye), rubies a little more red, emeralds o
bitle Tess oy, and laboratory grown gemsiones
a lot more salzable. Without these
tmprovements to availability, the indusiry
would certainly have far fewer products 1o sell,
and the consumer less to buy.

But these developments have not been without
problems, Change has ocourred so rapidly, our
mndustry has advanced product withoul adequate
lerminology and explanation. Se, for the past
iwo years, 4 coalition of indusiry ropreseniatives
have worked (o produce & manual aimed az
helping the retailers describe to (he general
public, in ximple and clear ierms, cahancement
developmenis,

Laboralory grown gemstoneés and imitation
ttones hyve been, and continue to bhe, a
controveestal part of this elfort. One of Lhe
hottest issues concerns the word "synthetic”.
There is growing agreement among the various
trade organizations, including the Federal Trade
Commission, that the word synthetic is misused,
badly misundersiood, and counter productive.
One word with two almost opposite meanings,
A gemologist may correctly sdentifly a synihetic
35 2 gemslone that posscsscs the same
properiics as natural, but the general public has
an altogether different opinion. Common usage
tincluding dictionary definitions) interpreis
synthetios to mean artificial aor imitation
prraducis,

And (his issue becomes counter productive
when i1 Interferes with a sale. or creates
problcms alter a sale (perhaps even "returns”),
When a consumer recéives an appraisal marked

“synthetie”, their immediate reaction is to
believe they were misled Ly their salesperson,
Al the point of purchase, they were satisficd the
laboratory grown gemsions was “real”. Now
ihcy believe it is an Imitation.

Finally, the jewelry industry is on the threshold
of adopting new terminology 1o describe
gemsiones born ina laboratory: "Laboratory
Grown" gemstones. Although this would seem
1o be a rather obyvious choice, the results should
mean increased retail sales. Not having (o nse
the term synthetic will allow salespeople to
present more positive, ¢ncouraging information
to customers. T.ost sales will turn into profils
gained. Everybody wing,

This new terminolgy lfor the 90% Ig being
supported and promoted in a2 supplemental
manual written under the auspices of the
Jewelers of America. To be truly effective, this
minual nedds 1o be endursed by all segments of
our industry, This must include appraisers.
Granted. all gemaologists bave been taught that
laboratory grown gemstonas are indead
synthetic, And gemologically they are. But we
most keep tn mind, the general public has not
had the benefits of 2 gemological education.
Appraisers are not being asked to alter the
ultimate description and value of a gemstone;
rather, make contemporary consumer
perceptions, After all, i$n't our nhjective
increased sales and more satisfied customers?

The bottom line s this: gemologists are being
asked 1o consider the conscquences of their
aclions - - or in this case worda. Yoo have
always played an integral role in the fine
jewelry industry. And hopefully, you will
continue 1o do so_. The consuming public relics
on our knowledee and on our honesty. They arc
too often confused by the facts, and alarmed by
the negative publicity our industry has been
subjected to (much of which has been
warranted). There is enough doubi and
suspicion already. We don™t need Lo creale any
more. Consumers want, no, nced to know what
il is they have purchased. They most cernainly
have the right 1o an appraisal that is faér,
accurate, and understandable. It might not be
an appraiser’s responsibility to help make a sale.
but it certainly isn’t appropriate for an sppraiser
(or appraisal) to be at lault over the loss ol o
sale.

So come on! Let’s eliminate appraisals that are
akin to a prescription o doctar gives his patient -
- where only the trained eye of a professional
pharmacist can deciphier s meaning. Speil ous
what a lab grown stone is and where it comes
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from. Help thal customer comprehend what
they own. Jump on the jewelry industry
bandwagon. Support "Laboratory Grown”
gemsiones, and don't use the word synthetic.

By .iF ; Rl
Pl =t
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SOME UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS ABOUT
'NUKED’ BLUE TOPAZ

BY: JANE EVERHART

Though the Nuclear Regulaiory Commission
(NRC) has recently taken some posilive steps on
the "nuked” blue topaz issuc - namely, licensing
two distributors to test and distribute imported
hlue topaz and thus, hopefully, controlling to a
ceriain extenl the "super hot® stones that have
heen liliering in (rom other countricx [rom Lime
1o time - there are still ununswered quostions
Lot give rise to misgivimgs aboul this product.

For instance, what made the NRC decide that 15
boguerols of radioactivity & OK for the human
body 1o absorb and not 16 or 17 bequerels? And
do you really trust the NRC 1o decidle for you
how much radioactivity your body can abisorb?
Thix 1x the same genee of folks who bhroughl you
Agent Orange, diethylstilbestrol (DES) and the
Daikon Sheeld.

The other day T was bolding on (o 4 strap on
New York's subway when | saw, sitting below
me oo her mother's Lap, a tiny Hispanic child,
perhaps nine months old, wearing Liny carrings
in her pierced sars, as is the coslom in many
Hispanic familics - and T recognized the cery
glow of London blue topaz. [ lopked at her
small head and wondered how many millirems it
could absorh, what amonnt of radioactivity was
pulsating into her tiny lymph nodes, and T tricd
to remember what 1 had read aboul the amount
af millirems ol radioactivity permissible per
pound of body weight.

I have other concerns, ton, The NRC won't
allow nuked gems 19 be cot and polished in the
U.S. on the grounds that inhalatlon of the
radiouctive dust is dangerous. Bul there is no
such rule in Thailand, where much of the blue
topaz is being cut today, and where young
children do much of the polishing.

And what about the gems that need 1o be held
in lexd contammers for as much as W) years before
they can be released - where are they being
held? Or are they being dumped into Third
World countries as are so many of our other
unwanted producis?

Consumers Should Be Taold

Another important guestion the gavernmant
fiecds 10 address is that of disclosures.
Consxumers should have 3 chpice of whether
they wanl 1o wear nukced gems ar not, and if they
aren’t being told, they don™ really have an
informed choice.

1"m alto concerncd about the fpurious
assurances of safety that appear in varions
indusiry publications. Omnec publication recenily
ran the headline “BLUE TOPAZ 15 SAFE.
SAYS NRC®., What the NRC actnally said is
that they enly consider blue topae safe if it
comes from an NRC-licensed reactor or
distributar,

But even the NRC can say some pretty foolish
things at times. For example, it one seminar,
NEC: John Hickey said that the risk of wearing
blue topaz for an X period of time I8 equivalent
to the risk of driving I'rom New Yark to
Calitornia in your car, Well, walt & minute.
When [ gel oul of my car aller 4 cross-country
trip, that's the end of it. The risk is over. Bul
radioactivity is stored in the body's organs and
glayx there forever (your body docsn™ "conl
down” with time as inert matter does ),

Nor does your cross-coumiry car trip have an
effect 20 years from now. But cancer is a
slow-developing disease; the radioactivity deses
you gel now could result i cancer 20 years
down the road.

Beware uf False Comparisons

Or ke the chart that recently appeared in one
magazine, comparing the riskx of wearing blue
topaz to the risk of being exposaed 1o natural gas
heaters and fertilizer produects. Thal's about as
loolsh s saying that jogging in Central Park at
night is safer than sticking youor head in an oven,
Beware of such spurious comparisons. They can
engender n false sense of sccurity.

Moreovis, that particular chart was prepared by
an emplovee of the University ol Missouri’s
nuclear reactor, which does most of the nuking
of gems in this country and makes a huge profit
doing il, The chart 1s also atiributed 10 an
organization c¢alled the National Council on
Radialion Protection which, | believe, is a
public relations groap. One would question the
objectivity of both of these soorces

Scientific Testing Needed
Another thing I've been concerncd about is thal

no scientific tests have been done on the effects
ol wearing gems on 8 living organism. Why
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hasn't the F.DAC tested ircadianted blue tophz an
luboratory rats? They've done it with saccharin
and many other substances, both external and
internal. Even cosmelics are tested on
laboratory animals. How much effort wounld ut
Lake for scientists 1o tape blue topaz of various
radioactuvity levels o the skin of 2 laboratory
animal and se= what cffect it has on the animal
alter a month, six months o 3 year?

Unitil such tesis are done, all we have Lo go by is
the rescarch done by scientists ai alomic planis.
A recent article in the New Y ork Times reporcd
that Dr. Alige Stewart, a British epideminlogist,
discovered as far back as 1975 that workers ot
nne atomie plant, exposed Lo radiation levels
gag than hall the federal safety limit of 5 rems
prer yeur for atomic workers, suffered o third
more than the expected levels of panereatie
cancer, lung cancer and multiple myeloma, u
rare bone marrow cancer. The government
suppressed this information for years, Dr
Stewart charged.

It's better to be safe than sorry. 1 say, vest the
matcrial first and then scll it. But not uniil
retail jewelers say this - demand i, in fact « will
there be any conceivable action.

A Journalist’s Responsibility

I believe il 1s a journalist’s responsibility to
hring guestions of this kind Lo the attention of
readers: it is an cthic that has breught down a
lot of criticism on my head from those who
would rather these guestions be kept under
wraps. A whistle-blower's 1ot is gencrally not
happy one.

While it 15 true that journalists can sometimes
change history. as Wood ward and Berosiein did
when their Watergate articles toppled a
presidency, usuzally it's a thankless job and
soeelimes a dangerous one. After my series of
articles about nuked hlue vopaz were published,
I received some veiled threats to my life. They
concemed me enpugh 10 aleri my family.

Tt s apparently an occupational hazard. Some
53 journalists were killed worldwide in 1989 -
twice as many as in 1988, The New York Timey
wrote in an editorial titled "Killing the
Messenger”; "Journalists who are risk takers are
witnesses who provide the first roogh dralt of
history. When they ate silenced, jailed or
censored, understanding s dimmed and
mformation loast.”

And the Wall Street Journal wrole in a récent
article defending journalists: “lournalizis

rightly believe that in s demogratic system they
have a responsilbility o edueate und inform the
public . . "

I'm looking lorward to the Lime when most trade
publications (¢el that way, oo, and aren’t afrad
to tackle these risky topics with courage.

Jane Everbart is the editor of the Rapapori
Diesmend Repori, a subscriber - sgpporied
publicotion. She has been covering ihe fewelry
indusiry for 15 years and has won zeveral awards
from the New York Business Presy Editors
A ssaciation for her articles - most recently, first
prize in the categary of Repourting on
Caontroversy for her article "Nuked Blue Topaz -
How Sufe ds Safe?”
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An Open Letter to Accredited Gemologists Association Members
Spring, 1990

Esteemed Colleagues:
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I am writing to extend a personal invitation to join me and our fellow gemologists for the
International Gemological Symposium in June of 1991. By now. many of you have read
about this celebration of GIA's 6ih anniversary. s theme, Facne ik Futugre, seis the
tone for an educational event that will be worldwide in purpose, scope, and impact.

Symposium will offer us the opportunity 1o assess industry-specific concerns and progress,
as well as to share global thmlci!:; and gemological camaraderie. Many of the sessions
are directly focused on issues that you confront daily. In Facme rae Furune you will Bnd:

- more than 50 presentation and panel discussions,
- over 100 of the industry's most acclaimed figures,

- highly significant topics related to Diamonds, Colored Stones, Jewelry

History, Jewelry Design and Technology, Information Systems,

Economics, Marketing and Research, and
- dazzling social events at very special locations.

You belong here. Sympaosium will be the educational event of the decade . . . one you

cenainly must attend.
I look forward to seeing you in Los Angeles, June 20-24, 1991,
Sincerely,

GenvorLoacicar INsTmuTe oF AMERICA

William E. Boyajian

ps/ To be included on our VIP mailing list, act now. Contact our Symposium office:

800/421-7250.



GRELICK
CORPORATION
NAMES OFFICERS

Buflalo, New York - Grelick Corporation is the
new parent company of Bomi Gemstone
Impaorters, the international jewelry business
founded in Bulfalo 35 years ago.

Robert A. Grelick is president and AGA member
Gary R. Grelick is vice president of the
corporation, and the (wo are pariners in Bomi,
which has expanded its corporaie headquarters
here, wilh new offices on the main [loor of the
Ellicott Square

in addition to its Buffalo operations, Grelick
Corporation has export offices in Hong Kong
Thailand, [srael and Sn Lanka.

Gary Grelick is a graduate gemologist with
degrecs from the Gemological Institute of
Amecrica, Great Britain and Japan. He 1s author
of the reference book “Diamond,. Ruby, Emerald
and Sapphire Facets,” now in s fifth printing.

Send Inguirics 10! Gary R. Grelick
(716) B56-4 108

Cary Grelick

Rabert Grelick
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ANTONIO C.
BONANNOET AL
A RARE "GEM
FAMILY"

Antionefle BONANNO Matlins
(S. Woodstock, Vermont)
Kenneth BONANNO
(Fredericksburg, Virginia)
(Karen BONANNO Wright,

Phoenix, Arizona)
Kathryn BONANNO
(New York City)

The name Antonis C. Bonanno is well know 1o
members of the Accredited Gemologists
Association 2nd, indeced to gemologists
throughont the country. One of the lounding
fathers of our association, and recently
scknowledged 'n The Diamond Regisiry (a New
York-based indusiry newsletter) as "one of the
founding fathers of the science ol gemaology.”
Tony has been working with gems and minerals
for over 50 years, and tesching and appraising
since 1950,

For those who don't yel know Tony, he 15 the
Founder and President of National Gem
Appraising Laboratory outside Washington,
D.C., a firm noted for forensic gemology,
photomicrogeaphy, appraising and identification
of gemsiones. He is alse Direclor of the
Columbiz School of Gemulogy, which has been
teaching semology to Washingron area jowclers,
hobbysists, and colleciors smee the mid- 1950%.

Tony's story is an interesting one. While in
clementary school. he was mniroduced to
themistry by a schoolmate (who would also be a
lifelong friend), le practiced his hobby in the
hasement with "chemicals” he purchased from
the local druggist for anywhere from 5 cents Lo
10 ¢ents a packet (they came in packets similar
L parcel papers used by gem doalers toduay).
One day a neighbor moved and Tony wenl
looking through their trash to sce if they'd
thrown out anything he might want (scavenging
is something at which Toay is still adept!), Sure
coough, he found some rocks which he teok 1o
whool to have his science teacher, (yos, he says,
they really had 3 "science” tzacher in junicer high
school in Washingion when he was a boy)
identifly, She was unable to identify them, bhut
suggested that Tony take them Lo the muescam

{whal is now called the Smithgsonian, bul was
then called the National Mus¢um ),

He did jost that, and, upon arriving, went
dire¢tly Lo the corator, De. Foshag, who
procecded to identify the rocks and then show
him aroynd the Hall of Gems. "When [ saw
some of the Mmtastic specimens there,” Tony
tells, "1 couldn’t help asking Dr. Foshag if the
muszom by 3ny chance had any "duplicates’ he
could give me for my collection (which al thai
very moment 1 decided 1 wanted 1o start), Dr,
Foshag sent me 10 see a wonderlul man James
Benn, who gave me my first three “real”
specimens - a fantastic cluster of ealcite crystals
that T still have; a picce of radium ore which |
thotught was worth millions since radium wis
selling at the time for $6 million an gunce (of
course what he gave me was worth about a
nickel), and a third specimen [ can’t remember,”

From (hat time on, Tony went to the meseum on
& vory regelar basis 10 look at the gems and
minerals. Oue day & boy scoui approached him
while heo was studying one of the exhibits and
inviled him to join the muscum scout troop. ~ |
wai | tough lialian kid and there was no way |
was joining any ‘zissy” scout troop - . until he
meéntioned that James Bonn was 1he
scoutmaster, That™s all 1 needed to hear, |
jowned the vroop because of Jimmy and because
we got lots ol [ree specimens [rom the museym
Auplicares'!

Tony developed very close relationships with
both Dr. Foshag and JTimmy Benn. They
instilled w him his passion for knowledze ahoul
the physical world and encouraged his study of
chemistry and physics, geology. crystallography.
mineralogy and, in particalas, the study of gems
Bul there were a couple of incidents, in
particular, that Tony recalls that really
determined his future.

The firsi. he says; occurred shortly alier joming
the scoul troop. He brought in his mother's
"diamond” carrings for Dr. Foshag to see. "My
mother was 50 proud of those carrings,” he
recalls. "They were one ol her most prized
possessions. Yoo can imagine my shock, and
indignation, when Dr, Foshag told me the stones
were NOT diamonds, but colorless topaz!”

Then, about a year Tater, he traded a local
bookseller several fing, old books for several
Tantasiic Maccted gems’ (of course, Tony thpaghi
he got the best end of the irade) and rusheéd in
1o show hiy wonderlul trcasure to Dr. Foshag.

“Dr. Foshag didn’t even have (0 examing them,”
recalls Tony. "Hz knew immedzatly what I had.

DOUBLETS . be pronounced 1 was furious. Lt
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"Dr, Foshag didn’t even have to examing them,”
recills Tony, "He knew immadiatly what I had.
DOUBLETS, he pronounced. T was furiowns. 1t
was bad enough that my mother had been
duped, but | swore at that moement 1L would
never again happen to me. That’s when T made
up iy mind 1o learn everything T could ahoul
gems. Dr. Foshag and Jimmy Benn never taw
the gnd of me fraom that day on. That's when my
real pursuit of gemology beoan!”

Tony las never stoppad studying, vollecting,
and teaching. He was Charter Member #8 ol the
Lapidary Club of Wastungian, D.C. (which
became the Washington Gem and Mineral
Society), and was one of the lNirst Americans (o
become a Fellew of the Gemmological
Association of Great Britain with distinglion.

MuasL of us are Camiliar with the many honors
Tony has been bestowed over the years, Whal
COMTS 4% O surprise Lo some, however, i3 that
while he was working so diligently in the Mizld
of cemolooy he also prodeced six children. And
gemnlagy minst bave been in the blood, beeanse
today four of Tony's six children are actively
invelved with gems and jewelry. They olten
work tozether, but they also bring their own
unique, individual interests and talents to the
lield,

We decuded o talk to each of them and lind out
what they are doing today, what atiracted them
to Lthe lield and what their future goals are. We
will skan with the aldest (sorry, Anlnclie, Lo
reveal this fact) and procead o the youngast.

Antoinctie BONANNG Mailins

"From the time I could walk untif T len for
college, I can't Lthink of any place T would rather
have been than on rock collecting irips with
Dad, or accompanying him Lo the Tapidary amd
gemology ¢lasses he gave Mour nights & week,"
savs Antoinetie. As an adult, however, she
chose a dilferent path lor a carcer (which began
a5 a remedial reading tescher, then veered ofl
into advertising and marketing where she
hecame a vice president in a2 major New York
advertiging agency). "1 never even congidered
the field of gems and joweley professionally)”
Antionetlte admirs. "It was the 'invesiment'
scams that began o appear in the mid-seventies
{ending in disaster for 80 many by 1987) that got
my attention, and started the adrenalin flowing.”
she remembers.

"Understanding the business as [ did, it was
hard for me Lo imagine how s0 many scemingly
intelligent people conld fail 10 see how risky

gem investment schomes might be for them. In
diggussing il with my husband ong dflernoon
and commenting on the stupidity of 1t all, he
helped me realize that it wasn’l 50 much 5
matler of stupedity as il was a resnll of

IPHOrance.

That started Antoioetig thinking, and i didn
take long lor her 1o discover one important
reason why there was 5o much ignorance on this
subject in particular. She discovered there were
bopks fof the layperson about everyihing
EXCEPT GEMS.

Thai's when Autioncite got the idea that she
and her lather should write a book. A book she
thought was not anly necded, but i the light of
the ‘investment fever,” also very mely, And ag
a resull of writing Lhe First book, which led Lo a
number of media appearances aud legtures, she
bepan 1o see that there was another arca in
which shi might be able to serve an nuporiant
function. Bducating the public. And she's
thrown hersell full-tuue - and (ull-lorce - inwn
doing just that, and more. Antoinette has taken
an active role in educating not enly the public
bul the trade as well, through articles in
consumer magazines {for her latest, see Conde
MNast’s TRAVELER, May 1590, trade publications
including the gemology column in NMalional
leweler, workshops, lecture tours, media
appearances, and Jast but not leas), the
important books she and Tony have writien.,

Intermy of hooks, Antainette convineed hor
fathier (and that was o edsy Lask) o work witl
her oo their lirst book. published by Crown
Pubilishers and titled THE COMPLETE GIUDE
TOBUYING GEMS, "But he wanled to wrile
ihe quintessential gemology textbook, and L
wanled Lo write somelhing readable and
practical for the layperson. lL was a constant
tug-of war, but 1 won " Anwoinctie beams. And
anvone who knows Tony knows what an
accomplishment that was in and of itself! In all
seTiousness, Antoinatte beleived that there was
already enough technical material, but virtually
nothing for those without a scientific
inclination,

Antoinette’™s goal was Lo fill the gap. So the
next thing she knew, she found herselfl
catapalied into the zem and jewelry industey.
Six months alter publication of The Complele
Guide, she resigned from her prestiginus
advertising pusition 1o focus full-time on her
new goal. She and her husband set up their own
publishing company, GemStone Press, Lo
publish other books on gems and jewelry
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wrillen by Antoinette and Tony, as well as other
authors (their books are distriboted by Van
MNostrand Reinhold). Their first publication was
:: revised, updated soltcover edition of The
Complete Guide, titled JEWELRY & GEMS:
LL]L_LU._‘LLHQEJJ_LI_E_{EM 95, now in its Mifth
printing with 100,000 copies in print). This was
follewed by another "lirst” this past Fall, GEM
INDENTIFICATION MADE EASY ($29.95) a
non-technical book For the jeweler, scrious
collector, and beginning gemologisl on gem
iwdantification, which they've succeeded in
simplilying, Imbtitial réeviews have heen
outstanding, Their latest is ENGAGEMENT &
WEDDING RTNG‘?: THE DEFINITIVE BUYING
I s VE, which has just
been pubhbhcd d h{ml. wrilten o Lake couples
through the entire process 1o make iL more
enjoyable ... to "remove the Fear and restore
the Tomance™. And, we've been 1old, 1wo mora
bouks arc in the works.

Antoinelte keeps g schedule that many would
consider impossible, but, she says, she has 1o
make up lor lost time. o addition to the books,
she relentlessly produces articles, press
releases, and (etters, and meets & full media
schedule to make sure people are kept well
informed and up-to-date. She makes frequent
appedrances on national TV including shows
such as Good Morning America, The Today
Show, Regis Philbin's Shows, Hour Magazine, as
well as numerous local and regional TV and
radio programs. She was selected by NW. Ayer
thiz past fall to e the media spokesparson for
Debeers,

Her articles and comments have appeared in
puhImaliuus such as

m g T

Lﬁzam&b@;&m&mm

Bysingzz W Y Todern Bri
Changing Times, Legrs., SELF, The Rabh

Reporl, and she wrole the chapler on
"Gemstones” in the just published Encyclopedia
of [nvestments, 2nd Ed. (Warren, Gorham &
Lamont, N.Y .}, 1o make sure people considering
gems as investments were [ully aware of the
complexities and risks,

What she loves most, however, is lecturing and
giving workshops. "T love to share with my
audiences what’s going on 1n the jewelry
business, to describe everything from the
world’s mosL exciting gems, (o unusual pisces
ithat have come up for auction, Lo new gems
making their debut in Tucson (like to Paraiba
tourmaling), Lo Lthe latest treatments or scamas,”

says Antoinelle.

She is represented by two national JTesiure
burcaus, and her schedule ingludes major shows
such as the AGTA show in Tucson, the Dallas
Market Center Show, and the Chicago Jewelers
Show as well as "spouse” programs for major
corporations, Royal Viking and QE2 "World
Cruises,” and women's and garden clubs,
Following this year's Tucson ghow, she was
booked by one of her leciure burcaas for a
[our-city tour in Northern California -- San
Rafael, Sacramente, Walnut Creek and Orowvillc.
She was amazed at 1he size of the andiences --
her smallest was about 400 people, and her
largest was almost 2000 (a1 the Sacramento
Civie Cenmer, which she admils was her largest
evir, and save her a real case of stage fright).
But despite the occasional stage fright, "%
exciling (o know that s many people arc
interegsted in gems and jewelry," she adds, "1
love 1o answer their questinns and open their
eyes o all the alternatives available today.”

When it comes to trade workshops and lectures,
Antoincite also feels it's important to impress
upon hier audience the need (o gel oul mio the
world te know what's really going on. "1
never miss Tueson,” she says "and 1 try to view
gvery major plece coming up al the "Magnilicent
Jewelry" auctions held cach Getober and April
in Mew York, and when time permits, in Geneva,
T algw wswally attend the Watch, Clock and
Jewelry Fair each year in Basel ”

According to Antoinette, "It’s the only way 10
keep your linger on the pulse of our imdostry - -
to get a feel for the irends, ebserve new design
techniques, keep up with new gem materials,
and (ruly understund quality differences and
prices. For example, the industry price guides,
while reliable for mosl of what you will
encounter, aren’t reliable when it comes 10 gems
of exceptionally rare quality and/for size,” she
stresses. “When it comes to such gems, auctions
are one of the primary sources today, and Lhe
only place in some cases where one can find a
comparable. If you've actually examined =uch
pieces, you'll be in a position 1o know how Lo
evaluate anether that might be similar, should
you need to. ITowever, if you've never viewed
ane, you may do your customer or yoursell a
disservice by over- or under-evaluating it [
recommend going 1o the majer auctiens (o vicw
important gems, make notes i the catalogs, and
then keep them in a library for reference,” she
advises.

And if whar we've described 1sn't enough, there
are Lwo maore arcas that keep her buosy: working
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with major retatlers and industry organizations
in the arcas of staff training and developing
consumer information; and conducting fem and
jewelry searches for private clients,

In the arca of staff fraining, one of the most
innovative retailer programs she's been
involved in 1s the J.C. Penncy s direst-broadeast
training. She’s dong three "direct hroadcasts”
where she 1s taped live in Dallas and appears
simultancously in J.C. Penney Stores all arcund
the country, A serics of regional, in-store
warkshops lor sales sialf are currently heing
planned.

And with regard to her gem searches, Lhey run
the gamut {rom the mundane to the sublime, but
thiz is the arca that has shown the greatest
growlh recently, She ateeibures this 1o all the
wark Lhat has gone inio everything else she's
been doing. It's taken time and perserverence,
she told us, and more 18 bour days, seven days a
week, than she cares to remember, But just
prior to Christmas, she told us, she had a
5750,000.00 week .., with just one clignt, "Dad,
Karen and Kathy were all invoalved with me on
this one. Possibly our most exciting Tamaly
affair""

When asked "How do you do i &11?" she simply
replies; "I love what ['m doing . . and Dad
passed on to me a real passion for the held. 1%
really great to be able to do something you
really like."

Kennaih BOMNANNG

Ken demonsiralted oo inlerest in sclence at &
very early age. He was conducting chemistry
experiments in the baseament of his home whale
siill in elementary school, and he helped build a
car from the ground up with a neighbor when he
was omly 12, He likes relailing, however, and so
he went inlo partnership 1n an antigues
business, He became increasingly interested in
goems as more and more customers became
interestad in antigue and estate jewelry.

Ken decided he needaed to study gemology and
st he edrolled n his dad’s gemoelogy course, at
his school - Columbia School of Gemology -
where he carncd the title "PG" (Professional
Gemologist), and then went on 1o take his
examinations from the Gemmological
Association of Great Britain, becoming an FGA
(Fellow of the Gemmolopgical Association), He
5oL up a laboratory for his owo use (he doesa’l
do appraisalz) and [ocuses his time on huying
and selling fine antigue and estate jewelry,

"I love older pleces because the workmanship 1s

usually so fine. 1 really appreciate the fine
detailing -~ the use of enamelling,
enging-turning, engraving, milgraining,
granulation, and 50 on," Ken eaplains. He also
points oul that io his opinion, while diamond
quality may not be as high or as well-matched in
some older pieces, they often have a more
interesiing or distinciive character than most of
today's diamonds. And, when
well-proportionad, he likes some of the
old-Europedn cut and old mine-cut diamonds
very much. In terms of colored gems, he enjoys
the variety of stones used in older jewelry, and
the guality. "I've secn some very fing sapphires
and rubies, demantoid garnets, and red spinels
in old pieces, the likes of which vou seldom see
today. Of course,” he adds, "eften the stones
aren't what they appear to be, but 1 think | have
4 somawhat dilferent attitude than many wlien 1
encounler something especially well Taked' - __
I have a real appreciation and, o seme extent,
respect for their ingenuity,” Ken laughs.

After all 15 5aid and dane, Ken's acute eye and
scientific background have given him an unusaal
ability to recognize gand evaluate the wnusaal
and woigue. And lor bim, that™s what s all
about.

Karcn BONANNG Wright

Karen became involved in gems and jewelry 1o
garly 1974 when she ook her father’s gemology
course. She was the lirst of Tony's children 1o
formalily study gemolgy at his school. "I was a
dreadful expericnce,” Karen recalls, "hecause he
constantly called on me 1o answer questions and
il didn't know the answers, he embarrassed me
tremendously in front of the class. He expected
me Lo know ALL the answers since ['d been
around 1t all my Tife!™ Somehow Karen
survived, topk her examinations and received
her PG title and, you guessed i, her FGA,

Now she was [aced with the question, whip was
she going to do with her gemological diplomas?
She really had no idea and, as 3 widow with twa
small children, was conceérned about going to
work full-time. A frignd and lellow student
discouraged her from staying home and leiting
her mind stagnate, as he pul il, and encovraged
her to do something in the ficld so ithat she
would keep her mind stimulated. Thus, in
Cclober 1974, Karen started working with her
father in his appraising lab and school of
gemolagy. "He wasn't really my lirst chowce for
4 job," she admits, "but then [ decided 'd never
get fired 1L I had 1o take off work with sick kids,
or whatever.”
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Or, 80 she thought, As she eaplains, "working
with my "genius’ [ather -- a5 50 many people
deseribed him 1o me -- was NOT (and <1ill 13n’t)
cisy! He always expects me Lo know what he 1s
thinking and 1o have all the answers. For
example, he expected me Lo know a diamond
had been lasered, cven thoogh 17 never sgen a
laserad diamond, and so on, TOQUIT five times
during the first six years together, Bul if you
talk to him heI tell you he definitely FIRED
MET?

Whatever the case, Karcn always retorned to
work within a couple of days and is grateful for
the wonderful opportunity she has hal working
with her very special father. She truly enjoys
what she™s doing and 15 very proud of what she's
accamplished in the [ield. Firsl, she’s
expecially proud of the diploma she earned from
hier father™s school, which she $ays was a hacder
achicvement than passiog the cxam lor the FGA.
She joioed AGA and became a Master
Gemologist Appraiser and 15 now @ Senigr
Member of the American Society ol Appraisers,
She 13 also 2 member of the Associalion of
Women Gemologists® and a recipient of their
"Diamond In The Rough" award,

But the award she enjoyed most was an
all-expense-paid 1rip to London. "I entered a
contest in Tucson a couple of years ago.” she
tells ns. "1 had Lo appraise a svile of ‘crown
jewels"and jewelry belonging to the *rich and
[amous,” | wor (he contest by arriving at a
valuation that came closesi o iis aciual value,
The London trip was wenderful. I spent lots of
time viewing the British Crown Jewels, meeting
wiLth colleagues a1 the Gemmolagical
Agsociation, and viziting pubs.”

Besides doing appraising work at National Gem
Appraising Laboratary and teaching at Columbia
School of Gemology, Karen also works two days
a week for a leocal retail jeweler, doing
dappraising, and does trade shows qerosy | he
country, "I think having retail experience is
essential for a complete understanding of the
figld as an appraiser.” And," she conlinues,
"I've legrned an incredible gmount by being out
in the market place, working the gem shows."
Karen spgeests that more people tm our business
should spend time at trade shows, "1 have g
much broagder knowledge of the dealer trade,”
she explains, "and how i1l works, what's
available (and who has what) as a result of
working these shows (many know her from "Day
Gemsz"). She also zells loose diamonds and
colored stones and agrees that the most exciting
moment was thig pasi fall when she shared with
her father, Antoinetie and Kathryn the thrill of

a $730,000.00 sale. "If I could only have one of
those every six months," she dreams. As we all
i,

Bul the most exciting part of Karen's career is
just beginning. Tn June, Karen pot married and
moved Lo Tempe, Arizong, just outside Phoenix,
"T plan lw epen National Gem Appraising
faboratory WEST' and a branch of Columbiz
Schaol of Gemology, probahly in Scotlsdale, 1
Lthink therc’s a real opportunity for an
independen) laboratory in this part of the
country, as well as lor a gemaology school.” She
is lanking forward 1o the challenge, althongh
she admits she's o little nervous about it Bul
this is something she really wanis do do. And
she's looking forward Lo carrying on the
Bonanno tradition in Arizana. And. she
hurricdly adds, she would weleome help from
any and all AGA members in her new
neighborhood!

Kathryn BONANNO

Kathryn 18 the youngest of the Bopanna’s, and
the most perite. But despite her 5 (ool /80
ponnd stature, she is making hersell felt in New
York City. Kathryn was recently brought into
the firm of Habshurg, Feldman  Inc., as head of
pem and jewelry valuations for the United
States operacion. Hapsburg, Feldman, a highly
respected Genava-bascd auction house, is well
known throughowt Burope and has oflices also
in Longdon, Pariz, Tokyo, and Hong Kong. They
opened g Fine Arts deépariment o New York
aboul T8 months aeo, but the jewelry
depariment 15 new. They expect their first
impartant New York jewelry auction 1o take
place in October,

Having staried in the Neld raking her dad’s
remolopy course (which by now should be no
surprisc to anyeng), at Columbia School ol
Gemology - and carning the title "PG"
(Prolessianal Gemologist) there, she
immediately took her examinations from the
Gemmological Association of Great Britain,
received her diploma, and became an FGA like
the rest of the Bonanoo family {and, like her
Dad, with distinction). She waorked in the
laboratory with Tony for several years
thereaflier, doing gemological tesling, appraisals,
and a5 a teaching assistant.

Kathryn lived abroad for sixleen years
(primarily in Italy, Hong Keng, and England),
cxpanding her overall knowledge and
experience even [urther until she returned to
the U.5. and settled herself in New York City.
She worked in Few York "on the sireet” 47th
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Strect, of course), where, upon being mugged
onc evening on the corner of 47th and Sixth
Avecnue, she took off in pursuit of the mugger
and retricved her wallet. "That’s when | knew |
could handle New York,” she smilcs
victonously., She was recruiled from 47th Surea
which, she's goick 1o point oul, was the mosi
valuable lcaming eaperience she's ever had, 10
be the gemologist for a very fine Madis
Avenue jewelry salon where she remained until
several months ago, at which time she joined
the firm of Habsbuarg, Feldman.

"1 really love the scicnlific side of gems," says
Kathryn, "I'm perhaps more like dad than the
rest of the family in that way. 'm also a Lot like
him in being something ol a perféctionisy, and in
wanling to know Lhe answers. And ['m
determined 1o get them,” she adds. We

certainly can’l dis ._-::a_'r with her here -- some of
vou may remember Kathirym from the conference
i Tucson!

She ndous opportunily 2 Habsburg
Fcld I 1% aiready the third largest
international auclion house in lerms of dollgr
gsiales. "Qur ;cdj 15 Lo scl new slandards as far as

gem ani jewelry auctions go. In addition 1o
being very thorough and giving much more
personalized attention to our ¢lientele, we pro
planning Lo become much more selective than
others, This may take some time, but I'm
conlident we can do it," she adds, "We want Lo
Build a repatation that will resalt in buyers and
scllers alike having more confidence in buving
a Lul -..-!rlné_' through Habsbarg, Feldman than
y currenily do at most other auction houscs

uk the days of .I._'..i. e :-lj'p_ ng up gems and

I® i virtually nothing are over. As more
af - .:;_-EEZ oulside the jewelry indusiry

lé house as : ol [ing,
pr\.c.'-w-' Sironger

scller.”
plenty of room [or buyers Lo g
value," tow, Kathryn belicves

Kathryn also spends a lol of time with her Dad,
and with Anteinette and Karen, sharing
information on what they've seen and what's
going on in the field. "We have our own little
‘network'," Kathryn points out, "that proves (o
be invaluable at times. Each of us has insighi
into different areas of the business, which we
share with cach other,” she conlinucs,
gemological dev
wholesale trade, retail trade, consumer 15sucs
irade publishing, consumer publishing, media
and public relations, education, and so on
Kathryo sharéd with us that one day they plan
to put it all togeiher. But she wooldn't give any

clopments and issues,

hints as to just what they're planning

Tony Bonannn

The Nonanna Family aft Tucson 1990

& ACCREDITED CEMOLOGISTS ASSOCIATION

Ly
s




FOCUS ON DAVID
ATLAS

GG, CG, ASA
MASTER GEMOLOGIST
APPRAISER

AGA member David Atlas has been a great
supporter of AGA this past year, He has
lectured twice for AGA along with Martin
Rapaport on his specialty of old coi diamondy
and proper diamoend grading. David was
secretlary of his local AGS Gaoild and
Vice-president of his local ASA chapier. He
graded several ASA Senijor Member exama as
part of bis Board of Examincr’s daties with ASA
and worked with os Ténhagen on reviewing the
Master Gemologist Appraiser program for ASA.
He was also a po-wmsiroctor in this progeam, "It
was gratilying to goc the man from Dialase in
New York City come lo spesk at our AGA
Conference this ycar as [ believe | suggested
this as a good topic and actually sugzestod who
ta contact on Lthis subject. We had excellent
press coverpge for AGA by hosting this forpm.
AGA members ulso had a hands on look at not
anly clarity enchanced diamonds but at clarity
enchanced emerald improved by this newest of
treatmaonts.”

Besides the cdueational endeivory, David
successiully traveled to London and (o several
cities in the LS A, o purchase cstate jewelry
which he uges in running his memorandom
cstate jewelry husiness which supplies many
retatlers all aver the country.

As Philadelphia's "Consumer problen
specialist” in the jewelry business, David's firm
i% kept busy eanamining diamonds thal are
conlemplated {or purchase or have just been
purchascs in order Lthat consemers know they
have been lairly ircaled. As wholesale jowelors
thoy can remain objective since they do not sell
their own ilems Lo members of the public. They
also appraise and grade many loose diamands
for fetail storex 1n advance of zalc 3o that the
gems can be accurately represented. Most
recentily they have beeza hired by the local
Disinct Atlarney and by the FBI to appriase
rewelry confiscated in drug raids. No doubi this
will b¢ a busy arca of bosiness in the fmare for
big cities.

"There is no end 1o what we can see or learn,
Every year brings us more information and
gxperience. A sincere effort will be made 1o
help AGA members if they have a question or
two they need some help in answering.”

AGA MEMBER
THERESE S,
KIENSTRA

A GEMOLOGIST'S LIFE IN THE
FAST LANE

Therese Kicnstra had s busy 1989, beginning
with the ansual Tecson Gem Show where she
expanded her library, adding an original [irst
cedition of The Book of the Pearl by Kunz and 2
first edition of Chinese Jade Throvghout the
Ages by Noit. Ia March she accompanied Annz
Miller o Chicaeo to view all the collections at
the Lizzadro Mascum and an Egyplian Eahibin
at the Chicago Art Muscum, The next month i
was on 10 Bazel, Switzerland for the Jewelry
and Walch Fair, then to Paris for a week of
research at the Place de Vendome, Rue Saint
Monore and Le Louvre des Antiquarics.

Therese moved her bosiness Lo larger lacilities
equipped with line laboratory conditions
including controlled Light temperatures, white
wills, white desks and [ab wables, the only other
color in the room being hlack or gray. She
spoke at Lindenwood College for o Valuation
Science class, and Iater took the rple of
Chairman of the Gems and Jowelry Program lor
the American Society of Appralsers
Internmtional Conference 1990, In August she
attended the Chicago JA show amd in Seplember
began her term as Saint Louis Chapler Secrelary
for the American Society ol appraisers,

A week in New York began on Sunday with o
summary presentation of Sothoby’s and
Christie’s Aocrion activity at a seminar for thie
Sogiety of Jewelry Historians. The meéesting,
held al the Fashion Tnslitule of Technoloxy
featured Francois Curiel. Ben Lucker, Ken
Scarall, as well as Bill Boyajian and Roben
Crowningshield. She tater attended a party at
Ann Paols (2 gemalogest for Cheisties) given
honor of Ken Scasrae. Theresz later viewed the
Malcolm Forbes Faberge collection with the
lady {Sarah Lichey) who apprasscd il. She then
spent four days with her visiling museums,
dealers and craflsmen.

In November Therese became Senior Member ol
ithe American Seciery of Apprasers.

1989 was a very busy vear for Therede, and 1990
has been just as busy so far. It's inleresting to
know what our members arc up Lo, and inspiring
as well!
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FOCUS ON ANNA
MILLER

Auna M. Miller, G.G., Master Gemologist
Appraiser, A.S.A. has bhcen a member of 1he
Accrediied Gemolozisis Association since 1982,
the same year she co-founded the Assacistion of
Women Gemologisis with former AGA member
Elaine Baker. Miller seived as a Regional
Governor in AGA for thrac ycars and was 3
patticipant in numcrous AGA conferences. She
wag in the second class of AGA mcmbers who
tonk the Master Gomologist Appraiser courses
and with the group that traveled (o Los Angeles
1o take special instruction in Color Grading [rom
Janive Mack.

Anna Mialler 15 a miember of the trapsition team
for ASA that oversecs the transference of the
Master Gemolozist Appragiee program into the
American Society of Appraivers, Miller was
course doveloper For Gems and Jewelry
programs Levels [, I and 111 for the American
Socwety ol Appraisers Fundamentals ol Valoe
programs in 1985, 1986. She instructed those
classex for ASA until the Gemy and Jewelry
portion of the program was incorporated into
one overall personal propesty pregram. She is
siill an instrocior for ASA in the personal
propefty seciion.

Miller's lirst book "Gems and Jewelry
Appraising: Techniguex ol Prolcssionz]
Practice” was released by Van Nostrand
Reinhold in 1988, Her s2cond hook "llustrated
Guide 1o Jewelry Appraising: Antigue Period
and Modern" was released by VNR last
December. Both books are leaders in their ficld,
comprehensive, and with expert appraising
advice to improve career potential. The books
are required texts for the MGA program, used in
Gemology schools and classes all aver the U.S.,
and in the Canadizn Gemological Appraisal
Associntion classes.

Miller s working on a third book "Cameos Old
and New”™ 1o be published in 1991 by Van
Nostrand Reinhold: and is scheduled to
co-author a book on gem values with Jokn
Sinkankas, the noted mineralogist.

Invelved in international seminars and lecturing
obn gems, jowelry, gemology, evaluation and
consumer buying, Mitler bas recontly returned
from 14 days in Cairo, Egyp! where al the
invitation of a major Egypiian/ American
company she gave an extonsive seminar Lo

American expoiriors and Egyptian nationaks. In
October, 1990, she will be in Victoria, B.C. 1o
take part in a seminar, and Vancouver 1o sildress
the Canadian Gemological Appraiscrs
Assoclation
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SPOTLIGHT ON
JAMES JOLLIFF

More than 40 years ago, Jim Jolliff became
liighly interested in the goology mesit badge on
his way 1o becoming an Eagle Scout. This
interest sparked a rock Hound and gem cutling
hobby that was carried out during his thirty-two
years of naval service.

In 1881, Jim retired Irom a very successlul
carger in the naval service where he had
achieved national prominence as a naval
eagineer. In recognition of his experiise, he
received numerous military awards up Lo and
including the Legion of Merit. He also received
the American Sociely of Naval Engincers
President™s Award in 1976, 1978, 1979 and 1981,
the Frank G. Law Award in 1981 and the Jimmae
Hamilton Award in 1982, He is also proud of the
foar Freedom Foundation, George Washington
Honor Medals presented to him in 1976, 1978,
1979, and 1981. He baz bean listed in “who's
Who in Engincering” since the carly 1970

Upon retirement from the U.5. Navy. Jim
decided 10 turn his hobby into s busincss. Ia
82, Jim and Ardyihe Jalliff founded Gemerafi
of Aunapolis and in 1984 incorporated this
grpwing proprictorship, in the State of
Maryland, as Jolliff Enterprises Inc. Jumn has
been active full time in the gem and jewelry
business cver since. Not one 1o settle
complacently inlo a new career, J im decided he
Bad better become qualifed in his newly chosen
vocation. He carned a Graduare Gemologist
Certificate from GIA in 1981, an F.G.A, (with
distinction) from the Gemmological Assocation
of Great Britain in 1982 and an F.C.Gm A, [rom
the Canadian Gemmological Association in 1984,

This carly gemological training proved
sufficient to develop a reasonable livelibood in
performing services as a gemological laboratory,
But in Jim's mind this training was insulficient
lo permit his doing @ first rate job in his
expanding gem and jewelry appriasal practice.
This led 1o his successfully completing the
ceducation process and 1esting to achieve
"Designated Member” statug in 1SA In 1935 and
ISA - CAPP in Antique Jeweley in 1988, He
also studied, was tested, and was designated
Senior Member in 1987 and Master Gemologist
Appraiser in 1989 by the American Society of
Appraisers.

Tim has been a staunch supporter of gem and
Jewelry appraising educational courses over the
past several years. He dedicates 5 weeks of
eviery year Lo his own continuing education. He
has also tried 1o pass such education on (o
others by teaching several courses in gemology
and antigue jewelry at the local community
college from 1973 1o 1990. He also volunleers a8
an instructor in gemolegy in the Anne Arundel
County "Explore” program; a program for gified
Sth and 6th grade students and recently speni
two days as a guest [ecturer al the Lizzadro
Muscum in Elmhurst, IL. He has also 1aught a
one day course in appraisal theory for NAJA in
1887, 1988 and 1989 with co-instructlor, Anna
Miller. Courses given al Lhe University ol
Maing by Joseph Sataloff, at New York
University by Jovee Jonas, and the NAJA
Annaual Conlerence arz his favorites for scll
eduction. He also atlends selected AGA, ISA
and ASA Annual Conferences and has taken
mosi of the one day GIA seminars offered ai
Tucson, during the Februwy Gem Show

Dr. *1" a¢ he is sometimes called because of his
Doctorate in Engingering (DrEngr) has worked
hard in providiag sducational information (o
others. In his rele 23 National Education
Chairman (1985-1990) for the National
Association of Jewelry Apprasers, he organized
and ranm [ive successful NAJA national
Confercoces i Taeson, AZ. Prior 1o that, he
served as NAJA's Ethics & Grievance
Co-Chairman lrom 1982 1985,

As he became more and more convineed tha the
public would more readily sccept appraisers a3
“professionzl people™ only il tesied, he hecame
interested in the American Society of
Appraiser’s program and has served zs a member
of the Tnicroational Board of Examiners since
987, a5 Vice Presudent and then President of the
Maryland Chapter 1987- 1990, and was appointed
2s an instructor in the ASA-MGA program in
1949,

In addition Jim has wriltea pumerous articles
for the NAJA bi-monthly msgazine, "The
Appraiser” as well as several hook reviews. He
also tested the G-T1and G-XL- I8 Goid Testers
for NAI A and is currenily testing the G- XL-24
Gold Tester by Tri-Elecironics of San Diego,
Calilornin,

Given all of the above, Jim has several strong
opinions on the Tuture of the gem und jewelry
appraisal and gemelogical industry,

First and foremoszt, he believes there 15 a need
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for the various disciplines within the industry -
gemologists, appraisers, wholesalers and
reinilers - o unile in their efforis (o do nght by
the public. There needs 1o be o deliniie set of
ground rules establicshed so that cach segment of
the industey is supportive of the other, rather
than giving Lthe appearance that they are
constantly in dircct conflict with one another: a
perceplion curiently prevalent among modl of
the consamar public.

"Tastomers have she right 10 know that the
merchandise Ihey boy is well made, technically
correct in 1erms of gold kararage or silver
content, property identiGed and ¢orrect in texms
of caral weight of gemstones involved, and what
il any treaiments to enhance the product have
been clearly identified. The establishmem of
guldelines on these issucs, and adherence
thereto by the industry, should aid in clearing
away some of the conTusion surrounding the
pem and jewelry prodoct as il progresses from
manolaclurer to wholesaler 1o retailer to
consumer and appraiser.”

Secondly, it 15 his apinion that if such
guideiines are 10 be achieved there must bz
greater unity among the disclipline groupings
which make up the industry; primarily in the
acceplance of each other's standards, practices,
ceducational programs. tests, ethics, and
procedurcs. For cxample, within the appraisal
grouping, many orzanizations are pursuing
szparate eductional programs 1o addréss issoes
raised by the poblic snd the trade press
concerning cthics, appraisal practices,
wantifhcation of syntheiic materials, valustion
methods, etc. “These new programs are costly,
time-consuming, and many times simply test an
individual's ability to re-state in a resting
environment, information which be has begn
previously tesied on elsewhere. As a member of
several appraisal organizations, T (ind myself
wondering if such costly testing programs are
designed Lo improve the profession, put money
intag the hands of Sponsoring organizations
whose leadership receives payment for teaching
the required courses, or both.”

Lack of significany progress (oward joint
cooperavion by the approsser organizahons leads
Jim to believe that the biggest impediment to
unity s simply to fact that organizations view
themseclves as competing for the consumer
public’s - and their membership’s - limnad
dollars. He believes that “if we are (ruly
interested in becoming a profession, we must
somchow demotivate oar desire for excessive

growth and profit and motivate ourselves sach

that our actions reflect those of an indusiry that
is wortliy of obiaining professional glature.
Leaders o the various organizations that make
up Our indusiry must pel aside cpo, power,
position, and profit whercin such actions are
deleterions 1o the reputation of the industity as a
wholc®

Thirdly, it is his opinion that the educational
opporiunitics availzble to indusiry members
have grown dramabically over (he past five years
= "$o much so 1hat a strong, anhealthy
competilion has arisen among many of the
smaller educational groups. With only limited
nambers of indastry personnel seoking
advanced information, many programs have
already educated the initial 20% of theoir active
membership and are now finding it difficult 1o
continue their enrollment at levels where the
cost/expenditure ratio remaimns positive. On the
other hind, GIA and GAGE have been ahle Lo
oblain o positive ratio - 50 much so that there is
now a proliferation of young graduale
gemologists coming into the indusiry, Care
must be (aken that educational vehicles are
designed to produce gquality gemologists and
apprassers. To be successlul, the appraiser
needs strong understanding of valuation science
as it applics to precious metals, gemsiones,
manulactured wholesale goods, and relail goods.
The appraiser must be 1aught the specifics as
well 3 generalslics of the marketplace™.

Jim remains a strong advocate for stale licensing
of personal property appraisers sumilar 1o that
roquired for doctors, lawyers, and professional
enginecrs; such licensing to bz baded on a fixed
level of both gemological and valusion scicnce
ceducation and 3 minimum of live years of
practical experience. “If we want 1o be
prafessionals we must be willing to subject
ourselves to the rigors placed on groups who are
currently judged by the public to be
‘professional’, Such licensing should virtually
eliminate the ungualified from the profession”.

Finally, he asserts that there is a need for
everyone in the industry to examine their own
ethics. "Everyone is willing to admit there is an
ethics problem. We can legistale ¢thics
somewhat through the licensing concept, but
there is no educational program, lesting
program, or certiflication program in the world
that will cause a person bent upon profit
through deception and misrepresentation to
cease and desist. Thus, if we are 1o gain
professional status in the future, all levels of
the industry must strengthen their position with
the consumer by trely practicing the standards
eslablished in their associations’ codes of cthics
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and where such codes do not exist, they must be
eéstablished.”

Dr. "1" stongly holds forth that the ghove issues
must be addressed by oor industry if we are 10
be recognized as professionals - a goal 1o which
mosi members of our industry aspire. He
believes that "the initial steps toward making
such recognition a reality have beon under way
for several years in many segments of the
industry. Some of these elforts are progressing
slowly but surely, while others have been
derailed or lost their direction for a variety of
reasons. We nocd a concerted elfornt 1o realign
oor goals under strong, disciplinc-oriented,
umbrella organizations in order to gain a united
focus”

Iim was a4 member of Lthe Aceredited
Giemologists Association 1982 (o 1984 and
renewed membership in 1987 to present.
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FOCUS ON GERHARD
BECKER

Mr. Becker spoke at AGA’s Tucson
conference on the carvings of Ildar
Obersrein.

Mestled in a valley that is skirted by decp green
forest and is cut by the river Nahc, the Garman
twin towns of Idar-Oberstein 2re 35 quaint and
picturesque as belits the world™s Tapidary
capital

Here the art ol gem cutting has Nowrisked for
ceninnes, making this modesti community of
35.000 people a true landmark on every
gemnloghst s map.

Occupving an office on Mainzer Stragse in the
center of thiy postcard-perfect town is Gerhard
Becker. one of the world’s pre-eminénl gem
carvers whose name has become synanymous
with the superhly cralied images of birds and
other animals that arc created under his
supervigion, Mr, Becker, who is aciually
involved in all aspects of gem cutting, 15 well
known all over the world for his lectures and
presentations on his hometown's famons crafll.

"It wis my good fortunce,” he tells us, "to be
born into o family that has been prolessionally
involved in gam cutting - in a direct line - since
1599." Although being a member of a veritable
dynasty of gem cutlers may have sasily
prostaged Gerbprd's life calling, heé points oul
that kis eurly days in the ficld were not easy, nor
were they preordained. "I went to school in
Idar-Oberstein from 1947 to 1963," he says, "and
the end of my education marked the period night
aflter World War 11, when the ecanomy was Tull
of uncertaintics.” Although the gem business at
the éad of Lthe war was nol thriving, it was
siowly beginning 1o revive itself, and Becker
became confident that following his lamily’s
tradition and becoming a gem cutter was the
right path 10 1ake. "My [lirst exposure to the
science of gemology was when my father
worked wilth a docior’s micrascope 10 examine
syathetic gemilones, mostly rubics and
sapphires produced by the Verncuil method. He
always tried 10 gel me more intcrested in this
field, 100. He bought one of the first available
Rayner refraciomceters after the war, and 11 made
a substantial improvement in our little
laboratory.”

Onee Geebard had decided thar all his ehildhood
exposure to gemology and jewelry urts was
adding up to something, he procecded to get as
well-rounded an educatian as possible, "As an
apprentice | worked for three years in the family
company, which was founded by my grandfither,
Friedrich Auvgust Becker, and bears his name,”
he relates. During his appreneticeship, Becker
was tagght by a 40. year veteran of the company,
who in turn had been traned by Becker's
grandfnther. He continnes: “Afier passing the
necessary tesis at the end ol my apprenticeship,
I worked lor another year as 3 gem Culler in my
family’s company in order 1o gain more praciical
knowledge before I enrolled in a two- year
program at a business- sdministration school®

Following fis business traiming. Becker
¢completed yet another apprenticeship in
adminisiration. At that time, haviag loarned
iwo profcssions, Becker felt he was daly
preparcd Lo assume a more active role in the
family busincss. He joined his Mather, FA.
Becker, in oversesing thec company’s
pem-gutting activities as well as its dealings in
gems and gem matenals. Becker recally: “COn a
small scale my father had already started in his
younger days Lo deal in mineral specimens as a
resull of his deeper interest in gemology. He
was widely known in the industry as 4 culter of
rare stoncs as well as a specialist in cutting
difficult materials.” Becker warked with his
father until the latter’s death in 1958, and during
that time bhe developed e¢xpertise (n both
running the business and cutting dtfficult
stones. "1 was quite a challenge working as a
jum-peg’ laceter with such unusual materials as
apatie, euclase, floarite, and sphulerite, samong
countless others”, he comments. In 1961 Becker
became sole owner of the company, and as he
puts it, *I was faced with an important decision:

where Lo take the company in the luture,
considering I had to run 2 business within 2
faitly small community where several hundred
companies were culling gems, dealing in
gemsiones, and producing jewelry,”

Beckers decision was an adventuroos one: 1o
travel to other parts of the world te learn more
aboul the sources of roagh gem materials he had
been working with throughout his career, and 1o
promote 1the crafls of his native Idar- Ohersicin,
Hec hax been very successfol in his endeavors
and has made guilc a name for himsell not only
in his own community, but throughoot the
world.
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TREASURERS REPORT

ACCREDITED GEMOLOGIST ASSOCIATION, INC.
A MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION
STATEMENTS OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1989
BY - DANA RICHARDSON

REVENUES
Conference fzcs S Bas06s
Membership dues 13208600
Xals of conference lapes 205 00
Gem Tab accreditstion 150.00
Miscellancous L a4
Total Revenues 2724136

EXPENSES
Conference expenses 368025
Publications 7.997.89
Officer expense 3.612.09
Office expense 1,076.30
Computer devolopment project 394,27
Awurds 19125
Tolal Expensos 26.932.08
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES 5 _ 2390
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 90

PRESIDENT - Cortney Balzan
PAST PRESIDENT - Robert Rascihlatt
ANDVICE PRESIDERT - Young McCueen

15T VICE PRESIDENT - Donald Palmien
SECRETARY - Craig Lynch
TREASURER - Dana Richardson

REGIONAL GOVERNORS

REGIONT - Thom Underwood
REGION Il - Kevin Woad

REGION II1 - James Jolilf
REGION IV - Tom Seguin

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ACCREDITED LABORATORY -
ADMISSTONS AND MEMBERSITIP -
MAGANET -
CONSTITUTION, BY LAWS -
-EDUCATION-
ETHICS, GRIEVANCES
HISTORIAN/LIERARIAN-
PUBLIC RELATIONS-
PUBLICATIONS -
SOFTWARE REVIEW COMMITTEE -
STANDARDS AND DISCLOSURE -
~“SUPPLIEE MEMBER/MEMBERSHIP EENEFITS -
TUCEON "l -

Aun Hawken

Tom Gorman

Robart Roszenblalt
Raobert Rosenblatt
Donald Palmieri

Jeff Nurwitz, David Allas
Cuortney Balzan

T. Willizm Benedict
Dang Richardson

Thom Underwood, Robert Rosenblait
Cap Beesley

Craig Lyoch

B, Caldwell, Dana Richardson,
Thom Underwond, Coriney Balzan

Far more infarmation on Accredited Gemologists Association, contact:
Corney Balsan, Presidem
International Headguariers 4 [5-454-83356

AGANET 24 hr. BES Access Number 801-466-49539
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