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Lotus Gemology’s Richard W. Hughes to give thought provoking presentation at AGA Tucson Conference 

Richard Hughes is well known to his fellow AGA members for his numerous contributions to the 

field of gemology. AGA president Stuart Robertson noted, “We are delighted that Richard will once 

again be speaking at the Tucson conference. He is a gifted gemologist and always delivers an 

insightful and rousing presentation.” The 2016 conference features a diverse group of international 

experts speaking on a number of cutting edge gemological topics. “Richard’s participation further 

broadens the educational impact of our conference. And quality gemological content is what AGA 

conference attendees have come to expect.”  

Gemologists are largely involved with exploring the minutiae of the substances they work with, 

measuring atoms and properties in increasingly magnified amounts. In this program—Forests and 

Trees—Ten Lessons in Gemology—Richard Hughes will step back away from the subject, discussing 

gemology via a number of broad lessons he has learned over his 37-year career. Many of these are 

personal mistakes he has made. By telling the stories it is hoped that some broad truths can be 

gleaned that will be of use for both students and practicing gemologists, alike. 

10 Lessons in Gemology - The ten lessons that the author will touch upon in his talk are: 

1. Understanding Psychology 

2. Search for Significant Differences 

3. Embrace Pressure 

4. Consider all Possibilities 

5. Beware of Contradictions 

6. Grab Opportunities 

7. Alter your Perspective 

8. Choose the Appropriate Tool (and Understand its Limitations) 

9. Simplify 

10. Increase your Field of View 

Other timely and important presentations by Danial Nyfeler, Gubelin Gem Lab, Claire Mitchell, Gem-A and Arthur Groom, 

Eternity Natural Emeralds are on the program, with others soon to be announced! Stay tuned!  

The Accredited Gemologists Association Tucson Conference brings together experts from leading international laboratories, 

educational institutions, and gemological organizations to explore the critical challenges facing the industry today and the 

tools and techniques needed to successfully confront these challenges. 

About the AGA Conference & Gala  

Conference check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 3, 2016. Conference sessions will run from 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 

p.m.  

Continental breakfast, light lunch & ticket for the evening Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony are included in the conference fee. 

The festive gala will celebrate and honor Dr. Cigdem Lule, this year's recipient of the prestigious Antonio C. Bonanno Award 

for Excellence in Gemology. 


